Timeline of the Anglo-Boer War

The Anglo-Boer War was the longest, bloodiest and costliest war fought by the British Empire in the 99 years between the end of the Napoleonic wars (1815) and the outbreak of the First World War (1914). This war is also called the South African War or Boer War by the British and the Second War of Freedom by the Boers, the First War of Freedom having been the brief conflict in 1880/81 ending in the Boer victory over the British at the Battle of Majuba. The British would never forget or forgive their humiliation at the hands of the small Euro-African nation, as the Afrikaner descendants of the Boers were to discover throughout the twentieth century. For, as the famous author Rudyard Kipling put it, the Boers had taught the British ‘no end of a lesson’.

1899

31 May – 5 June: Bloemfontein Conference between British high commissioner Milner and Transvaal President Kruger fails to reach agreement.

28 July: British colonial secretary Chamberlain informs Parliament that Britain intends to enforce supremacy in southern Africa.

28 August: British government informs Transvaal government of its refusal to abandon claims to sovereignty over all of southern Africa.

8 September: British cabinet decides to send another 10 000 troops to Natal.

26 September: British send troops to Dundee under General Penn Symons.

27 September: Kruger orders mobilisation of Transvaal commandos.

29 September: British cabinet approves preparations for army mobilisation.

30 September: Irish Transvaal Committee established in Dublin to mobilise Irish support for Boer republics.

2 October: President Steyn orders mobilisation of Free State commandos in support of the Transvaal.

7 October: British mobilise 1st Army Corps; General White lands at Durban with reinforcements.

9 October: Kruger sends ultimatum to British government to withdraw reinforcements within 2 days or face war.

10 October: British leadership exultant over Transvaal ultimatum; Cecil Rhodes arrives in Kimberley in attempt to take over town’s defence from British army.

11 October: Ultimatum expires – war officially begins.

12 October: Boer commandos invade Natal and Cape Colony.

14-16 October: Boer forces commence sieges of Mafeking and Kimberley.

20 October: Battle of Talana Hill – Commandant Moller surrenders to Penn Symons.


First troopships sail from Southampton for Cape Town.

21 October: Battle of Elandslaagte – Boers attacked by General French’s lancers.

23 October: Battle of Dundee – Boers defeat British brigade, Penn Symons killed.

24 October: Battle of Rietfontein.

26 October: Transvaal and Free State commandos link up near Ladysmith.

30 October: Battle of Modderspruit – General Joubert defeats White; Carleton surrenders at Nicholson’s Nek.

31 October: General Buller lands at Cape Town with leading units of 1st Army Corps.

1 November: Free State commandos cross the Orange River to raid Cape Colony.

2 November: Boer forces lay siege to Ladysmith – 12 000 British troops under White trapped.

14 November: Boer force crosses the Tugela River, heading towards Pietermaritzburg.

15 November: General Botha’s commando wrecks armoured train between Frere and Chieveley, captures 60 prisoners including journalist Winston Churchill.

20 November: General Methuen’s force of 8 000 troops cross the Orange to relieve Kimberley.

22/3 November: Battle of Willow Grange.

23 November: Battle of Belmont – Methuen advances. Boer raids southward into Natal end.

25 November: Battle of Graspan – Methuen advances further.

26 November: British-African force force attacks Boer laager at Derdepoort.

28 November: Battle of Modder River – Methuen’s attack on Boer positions halted.

10 December: Battle of Stormberg – Boers defeat General Gatacre’s assault, 600 British captured. Beginning of ‘Black Week’ for British.

11 December: Battle of Magersfontein – General De la Rey’s Boer force defeats Methuen’s Scottish regiments, nearly 1 000 casualties, General Wauchope killed.

13 December: Buller launches 2 days of artillery bombardment across the Tugela.

15 December: Battle of Colenso – Buller’s attempt to cross the Tugela repulsed by Botha’s Boer force, with over 1 000 casualties and 10 field guns abandoned.

17 December: ‘Black Week’ ends – total British losses 700 killed, 3 000 wounded, 2 000 taken prisoner; Boer losses minimal.

18 December: British cabinet appoints Field Marshal Roberts as C-in-C South Africa with General Kitchener as Chief of Staff, and calls out army reserve.

23 December: Roberts and Kitchener sail from England.

26 December: Boers repulse Baden-Powell’s attack on Game Tree Fort.

29 December: Royal Navy seizes German mail-steamer Bundesrath.

1900

6 January: Boers attack British positions at Ladysmith.

10 January: Roberts and Kitchener land at Cape Town.

20 January: Buller crosses the Tugela with 26 500 men.

25 January: Battle of Spioenkop – Warren’s attack repulsed by Boer force, 1 200 British losses: worst defeat since Crimean War.

5 February: Battle of Vaalkrans – Buller agains fails to break through Boer lines.

7 February: Vaalkrans evacuated by Boers.

11 February: Roberts’ force commences march to the north to relieve Kimberley.

15 February: Kimberley relieved by Gen French’s cavalry.

18 February: Battle of Paardeberg begins – Kitchener orders attack on Boer lines.

19 February: British commence siege of Boers at Paardeberg.

27 February: Gen Cronje surrenders at Paardeberg with 4 000 men.

28 February: Ladysmith relieved by Buller.

7 March: Battle of Poplar Grove – Kruger narrowly escapes capture.

10 March: Battle of Driefontein.

13 March: Bloemfontein captured by Roberts’ force.

15 March: Roberts proclaims amnesty except for Boer leaders.

17 March: Boer war council at Kroonstad.

27 March: Death of Commandant General Joubert.

31 March: Battle of Sannaspos – Gen de Wet ambushes Gen Broadwood, captures 400 British troops and 80 supply wagons.

1 April: Almost 1 000 British troops already died of typhus in Bloemfontein.

4 April: De Wet attacks British garrison at Reddersburg, captures 600 troops.

3 May: Roberts resumes march northwards from Bloemfontein.

11 May: Buller resumes march northwards into Transvaal.

12 May: Roberts’ force occupies Kroonstad.

14 May: Buller outmanoeuvres Boers from Biggarsberg.

17 May: Mafeking relieved by Colonels Mahon and Plumer.

19 May: Kruger leaves Pretoria.

27 May: Roberts’ force crosses the Vaal River at Vereeniging.

28 May: British proclaim annexation of Orange Free State.

31 May: Johannesburg captured by Roberts’ force. Battle of Lindley – Spragge and Irish Yeomanry captured by Piet de Wet.

5 June: Pretoria captured by Roberts.

7 June: Battle of Roodewal.

11/12 June: Battle of Diamond Hill – Botha driven off by Buller.

12 June: Volksrust occupied by Buller’s force.

4 July: Roberts and Buller link up.

11 July: Battle of Silkaatsnek – Scots Greys surrender to Boers.

15 July: Steyn and De Wet escape from Brandwater Basin.

21 July: Roberts commence march eastwards to Komati Poort.

25 July: Lloyd George warns in Parliament that South African war is becoming war of extermination against Boer people.

31 July: Commandant Prinsloo surrenders with 4 000 men to General Hunter in Brandwater Basin.

14 August: De Wet again escapes capture.

27 August: Battle of Dalmanutha – Buller defeats Botha.

30 August: Last British prisoners released at Nooitgedacht.

2 September: Roberts offers large payments to Botha and De la Rey if they surrendered.

6 September: Lydenburg captured by Buller’s force.

11 September: Kruger leaves the Transvaal for Europe.

25 September: British reach Mozambique border at Komati Poort.

8 October: Milner appointed administrator of newly annexed territories.

19 October: Kruger sails for France from Lourenco Marques on board the Gelderland.

24 October: Buller returns to England.

25 October: British proclaim annexation of the Transvaal.

6 November: Battle of Bothaville – De Wet defeated, Le Gallais killed.

16 November: De Wet attempts to invade the Cape Colony.

23 November: De Wet captures Dewetsdorp.

29 November: Kitchener succeeds Roberts as C-in-C South Africa.

13 December: Surprise attack by Generals De la Rey and Smuts on Clements at Nooitgedacht.

5 December: De Wet driven back into the Free State.

11 December: Roberts returns to England.

14 December: De Wet and Steyn again escapes capture.

16 December: Boer commandos under Kritzinger and Hertzog invade the Cape Colony.

20 December: British proclaim martial law in the Northern Cape.

21 December: Kitchener orders removal of Boer and black civilians from countryside to concentration camps – beginning of British war against South African civilians.

29 December: Helvetia post captured.

1901

1 January: Colonial Defence Force called out in the Cape Colony.

4-31 January: Attacks by De la Rey, Beyers, De Wet and Smuts on British positions throughout Transvaal and Free State.

27 January: French launches drive in Eastern Transvaal.

31 January: Smuts captures Modderfontein.

7 February: British send additional 30 000 mounted troops to South Africa.

10 February: De Wet leads raid into Cape Colony.

13 February: Kitchener proposes peace meeting to Botha.

19 February: De Wet driven back into the Free State.

28 February: Middelburg peace talks between Botha and Kitchener begins.

16 March: Botha refuses Kitchener’s peace terms.

10 April: First British drive in Northern Free State begins under General Elliot.

18 July: British commence first drive in Cape Colony northwards.

7 August: Kitchener proclaims banishment for Boer leaders captured armed after 15 September.

12 August: Kritzinger’s force driven out of Cape Colony.

3 September: Smuts leads Boer invasion of Cape Colony at Klaarwater.

5 September: Lotter’s commando captured by Scobell.

7 September: Battle of Elands River Poort – Smuts defeats 17th Lancers; Botha attempts invasion of Natal.

17 September: Battle of Blood River Poort – Botha defeats Gough’s force.

26 September: Botha’s force attacks Forts Itala and Prospect.

6 October: Botha escapes northwards.

9 October: Martial law extended in the Cape Colony.

11 October: British execute Commandant Lotter, capture Commandant Scheepers.

30 October: Battle of Bakenlaagte – Benson killed.

7 November: Hamilton appointed Kitchener’s Chief of Staff.

29 November: De Wet attacks convoy near Speyfontein.

7 December: Pro-British National Scouts inaugurated.

16 December: Kritzinger captured.

17 December: Johannesburg Stock Exchange reopened.

23 December: Blockhouse line between Kroonstad and Lindley completed.

25 December: Battle of Tweefontein – De Wet captures Yeomanry. 

1902

4 January: Defeat of British near Ermelo.

10 January: German Chancellor makes anti-British speech in Reichstag.

17 January: Scheepers executed by British at Graaff-Reinet.

29 January: British government refuses Dutch government’s offer to mediate.

5 February: Boers capture British convoy near Beaufort West.

6 February: British launch new drive in Eastern Free State.

7 February: De Wet breaks through blockhouse line.

13 February: Renewed British drive in Eastern Free State.

7 March: Battle of Tweebosch – De la Rey captures wounded Methuen.

20 March: Botha agrees to British request for peace talks.

24 March: British commence first drive in Western Transvaal.

26 Rhodes: Death of Cecil Rhodes in Cape Town.

4 April: Smuts begins siege of Okiep.

9 April: Boer peace delegates meet at Klerksdorp.

11 April: Battle of Rooiwal – nearly 50 Boers killed in failed attack under General Kemp.

12-18 April: First meeting of Boer peace delegates with Kitchener at Pretoria.

1-10 May: Last British drives in North-eastern Free state.

3 May: Siege of Okiep ends.

6 May: Zulus attack sleeping Boers at Holkrans, kill 59.

11 May: Hamilton’s last drive in Western Transvaal ends.

15 May: First meeting of 60 Boer delegates at Vereeniging.

18 May: Boer delegates meet Kitchener and Milner at Pretoria.

31 May: Terms of surrender signed at Pretoria; war formally over.
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