Timeline of the First World War

The First World War was the first global war in recorded history. Although most of the fighting took place in Europe, the conflict between the Allies and the Central Powers extended into Africa, the Middle East, the Far East, and the three oceans. Among the war’s wide-ranging effects the following salient ones may be pointed out:

(i)
It ended the European geopolitical arrangements following the Napoleonic wars;

(ii)
It led to the break-up of the Russian, German, Austro-Hungarian and Turkish empires;

(iii)
It facilitated the enlargement of the British and French empires in Asia, Africa and the Middle East, resulting from (ii);

(iv)
It established the United States of America as a global power;

(v)
It served as preparation for the even more destructive Second World War, through the punitive Treaty of Versailles;

(vi)
It laid the groundwork for the establishment of the Zionist state in Palestine and the expulsion of the Palestinians from their ancestral homeland;

(vii)
It inaugurated the global instability of the remainder of the twentieth century.

An impartial overview of this massive conflict will therefore be profitable for those interested in acquiring historical truth rather than propaganda.
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1914

June 28: Austro-Hungarian heir to the throne Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Duchess Sophie assassinated in Sarajevo by Serb revolutionaries.

July 5: Kaiser Wilhelm II assures Austria-Hungary of German support in case of war.

July 22: Turkey makes offer of alliance with Germany.

July 23: Austria-Hungary delivers ultimatum to Serbia.

July 24: Russian council of ministers approves limited mobilisation.

July 25: Emperor Franz Josef orders mobilisation against Serbia only.

July 25: Serbian Prime Minister Pasic orders mobilisation of army.

July 26: Serbia accepts most of Austria’s demands but continues to shelter murderers.

July 25: Military government established in Bosnia-Herzegovina and Dalmatia.

July 27: Closure of stock markets in Vienna and Budapest due to fall in bond prices.

July 28: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia; gunboats on the Danube shell Belgrade.

July 28: Kaiser Wilhelm urges Austrians to restrain from provoking European war. 

July 29: British government threatens Germany with war if Austro-Serb war is not contained.

July 29: St Petersburg stock market closes.

July 30: Tsar Nicholas II orders general mobilisation of Russian army.

July 30: German government urges Austria-Hungary to request mediation.

July 30: Kaiser Wilhelm urges German consuls in Turkey and India to rouse Muslim world in rebellion against British rule.

July 31: Russia commences general mobilisation.

July 31: German government issues ultimatums to Russia and France; Kaiser Wilhelm pleads with his cousins Tsar Nicholas and King George V to help prevent European war.

July 31: London stock market closes.

July 31: Italy declares its neutrality.

August 1: Germany declares war on Russia and France.

August 1: France orders mobilisation in support of Russia.

August 1: First lord of admiralty Churchill orders mobilisation of Royal Navy against cabinet’s wishes.

August 2: Germany delivers ultimatum to Belgium demanding passage for its army; British prime minister Asquith orders mobilisation.

August 2: Germany and Turkey sign alliance against Russia.

August 2: French army given wide-ranging powers over press and police.

August 3: British foreign secretary Grey convinces Parliament to wage war against Germany;  British confiscate 2 Turkish battleships under construction in UK on Churchill’s orders.

August 4: British ultimatum to Germany in support of Belgian neutrality expires, state of war begins; Churchill jubilant, orders German warships in the Mediterranean hunted down.

August 4: Germans invade Belgium, commence siege of Liége.

August 4: Austria-Hungary mobilises against Russia.

August 5: British navy cuts German and Austrian transatlantic telegraph cables on Churchill’s orders, to ensure only British war reporting reaches American public.

August 6: Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia.

August 6: French cavalry moves into Belgium along the Meuse.

August 6: British parliament votes to fund war against Germany; British request Japanese assistance against German armed merchantmen in the Pacific.

August 8: British parliament passes act to permit trial of civilians by court martial.

August 9: British warship Birmingham rams German U-15 in North Sea; first ship to sink a submarine.

August 10: German cruisers Goeben and Breslau escape British pursuit in eastern Mediterranean and reach the Dardanelles.

August 15: Japan issues ultimatum to Germany to transfer control of Tsingtao to Japan.

August 15: Austro-Hungarian and Serb armies clash on Cer plateau.

August 16: Goeben and Breslau transferred to Turkish Navy, retain German crews.

August 17: Russian 1st Army under Gen Rennenkampff and 2nd Army under Gen Samsonov invade East Prussia; German 8th Army commander Gen Von Prittwitz orders retreat.

August 17: Germany sets up committee for ‘liberation of Russian Jews’.

August 18: Main German advance into Belgium begins.

August 20: Russian 1st Army, German 8th Army clash at Gumbinnen in East Prussia.

August 21-22: Fierce battles between French and German armies in the Ardennes, with heavy French losses.

August 23: German 1st Army attacks British Expeditionary Force at Mons, forcing BEF retreat by nightfall.

August 23: 3 Austro-Hungarian armies in Galicia commence advance against Russians.

August 23: Japan declares war on Germany.

August 23: Generals Von Hindenburg and Ludendorff arrive in East Prussia to take over command of German 8th Army.

August 25: German radio station at Kamisa destroyed in British invasion of Togoland.

August 28: Battle of Heligoland Bight – British battle cruisers sink 3 German cruisers, light cruisers sink 2 torpedo boats; Germans lose 1 200 men, British 35.

August 30: New Zealand completes occupation of German colony Samoa.

August 26-31: Battle of Tannenberg in East Prussia: Russian 2nd Army smashed by German 8th Army; 50 000 Russian casualties, 75 000 taken POW; Gen Samsonov commits suicide.

September 2: Austro-Hungarians evacuate Lemberg after 3rd Army routed by Russian 3rd Army.

September 3: German U-21 torpedoes British warship Pathfinder in Firth of Forth; first submarine to sink ship in action at sea.

September 5: Pact of London – 3 Entente powers pledge not to make separate peace.

September 5: First naval-launched air raids conducted by Japanese against German positions at Tsingtao in China.

September 6-9: First Battle of the Marne: German advance into France halted.

September 10: German cruiser Emden commences raids on Madras and Penang.

September 11: Austro-Hungarian armies in Galicia ordered to retreat to the Dniester after losing 350 000 men.

September 13: French 5th Army encounters first organised German trench system before Reims.

September 20: German cruiser Königsberg sinks British cruiser Pegasus at Zanzibar, 38 crew killed.

September 21: Russian 8th Army begins siege of Przemysl citadel in Galicia.

September 22: Admiral Spee’s cruiser squadron bombards Tahiti, leaves for Chile.

September 22: British naval planes bomb Zeppelin sheds at Düsseldorf and Cologne, little damage done.

September 27: Turkey closes the Dardanelles to all shipping.

September 27: British capture Doula on Cameroon coast.

October 5: French Voisin shoots down German Aviatik – first plane to shoot down another.

October 8: British naval planes bomb Zeppelin sheds at Düsseldorf and Cologne, destroy one airship.

October 9: Przemysl relieved by Austro-Hungarian army, but only for few days.

October 17: Japanese cruiser Takachiho sunk off Tsingtao by German torpedo boat, 271 crew killed.

October 18: Spee’s cruiser force sails from Valparaiso to fight British force coming from the Falklands.

October 20: German U-17 attacks Glitra; first merchantman to be sunk by submarine.

October 28: Turkish fleet raids Russian Black Sea ports of Odessa and Sevastopol.

October 31: Japanese-British force commences siege of Tsingtao.

November 1: New German command in east created (Ober Ost), under Hindenburg and Ludendorff.

November 1: Battle of Coronel – Spee’s cruiser force sinks British cruisers Monmouth and Good Hope off Chilean coast, with loss of full crews (1 570 men, including Admiral Cradock).

November 2: Russia declares war on Turkey.

November 2: Britain declares the North Sea to be a military province, as part of its blockade of Germany.

November 2: British-Indian expeditionary force lands at Tanga in German East Africa.

November 3: German warships bombard Great Yarmouth.

November 3: British warships bombard Turkish forts at Dardanelles entrance.

November 3: Spee’s force docks at Valparaiso, Chile.

November 4: Germans renew attack at Ypres, with 80 000 casualties to follow.

November 5: British-Indian expeditionary force evacuates Tanga as Lettow-Vorbeck’s German force approaches from the west.

November 6: Britain declares war on Turkey.

November 7: Japanese capture German naval base at Tsingtao.

November 9: German cruiser Emden badly damaged by Australian cruiser Sydney while raiding Cocos Islands, beached by captain: 131 crew killed.

November 14: Sheikh-ul-Islam in Istanbul declares Jihad (Islamic holy war) against Britain, France, Russia and Serbia.

November 21: British planes bomb Zeppelin works at Friedrichshafen.

November 25: German armies in west ordered to adopt defensive positions.

December 2: Austro-Hungarian 5th Army occupies Belgrade.

December 7: British battlecruisers Inflexible and Invincible reach Falkland Islands.

December 8: Battle of the Falklands – British battle force under Admiral Sturdee sinks German heavy cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau and light cruisers Nürnberg and Leipzig near the Falklands; Germans lose 2 200 killed, British 10.

December 13: Austro-Hungarians evacuate Belgrade.

December 13: British submarine sinks old Turkish battleship Mesudiye off Gallipoli.

December 14: Senior British politician Alfred Balfour makes offer of Jerusalem to Zionist leader Chaim Weizmann.

December 16: Admiral Hipper’s battlecruisers bombard English seaports of Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitby; 133 civilians killed, 3 ships damaged by coastal batteries.

December 20: First German air raid on Britain.

December 25: Turkish advance in the Caucasus halted by Russians at Sarikamish.

December 25: British seaplanes attack Zeppelin sheds at Cuxhaven and Wilhelmshafen, little damage done – first ship-borne aerial attack; German Zeppelins attack British warships raiding Cuxhaven – first aerial attack on ships in history.

In first 5 months of war in the west, France suffered 900 000 casualties, including 265 000 killed, and Germany 750 000.

1915

January 1: Russia appeals to Britain to launch diversionary operation against Turks.

January 3: First use of gas by Germans at Bolimov on Eastern Front.

January 4: London stock market reopens.

First week in January: Russian counterattack in the Caucasus shatters Turkish 3rd Army, over 75 000 casualties.

January 13: British War Council approves naval forcing of the Dardanelles.

January 18: Japanese government presents China with 21 Demands, including control over southern Manchuria and eastern Inner Mongolia.

January 19: German Zeppelins bomb Great Yarmouth; first air raid on civilian target.

January 24: Battle of Dogger Bank – Admiral Beatty’s battle-cruiser force sinks German battlecruiser Blücher and damage Seydlitz, Germans damage Lion off Dogger Bank; Germans lost 974 killed, British 15.

February 4: Kaiser Wilhelm declares the North Sea a war zone: all enemy merchantmen liable to be sunk without warning.

February 18: Germans commence unrestricted submarine warfare in British waters.

February 19: First attack on the Dardanelles by Anglo-French battleships.

February 25: Second Anglo-French naval bombardment of the Dardanelles.

March 10: British capture Neuve Chapelle in surprise attack (first spring offensive), after aerial reconnaissance and 340-gun bombardment.

March 12: British offensive at Neuve Chapelle broken off after suffering 12 000 casualties.

March 12: British War Secretary Kitchener appoints Gen Hamilton commander of Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.

March 14: German light cruiser Dresden scuttled by captain after surrender to British off Juan Fernandez Islands. 

March 18: Anglo-French naval attempt to force the Dardanelles fails, 3 battleships sunk by Turkish mines and shore batteries, 3 more battleships and battlecruiser badly damaged.

March 21: First Zeppelin raid on Paris kills 23 people.

March 22: Austro-Hungarian garrison in Przemysl surrenders to Russians after 6-month siege.

March 22: Gen Hamilton decides on Allied amphibious landing on Gallipoli peninsula.

April 16: Turks execute 5 Armenian leaders near Lake Van in Van rebellion.

April 22: Germans use chlorine gas against French colonial troops near Ypres. 

April 25: British, French, Australian and New Zealand landings on Gallipoli peninsula begin.

April 27: Turkish counterattack under Mustafa Kemal fails to drive Australians and New Zealanders into the sea.

April 27-28: Russian cavalry shatters Austro-Hungarian 7th Army at Gorodenko.

April 28: Gallipoli - in first Battle of Krithia, British and French suffer 3 000 casualties.

May 1: Austro-German offensive under Mackensen and Seeckt opens in Galicia; within week 210 000 Russian casualties.

May 6: Gallipoli – second Battle of Krithia begins; British reinforcements land.

May 7: British liner Lusitania carrying munitions sunk by U-boat off Irish coast; 1 201 killed, including 128 Americans.

May 8: Gallipoli – second Battle of Krithia ends.

May 9: Gen Haig’s attack at Aubers Ridge fails; first use of aerial-directed artillery fire.

May 12: British battleship Goliath sunk by Turkish torpedo boat off Gallipoli; Australian reinforcements arrive.

May 13: New Zealand reinforcements arrive at Gallipoli.

May 15: Australian Gen Bridges mortally wounded by Turkish sniper at Gallipoli.

May 18: Gallipoli - Turkish counterattack with 42 000 men repulsed, 10 000 casualties.

May 20-21: Australian reinforcements arrive at Gallipoli.

May 23: Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary.

May 24: Russian government protests Armenian massacre.

May 24: Armistice at Gallipoli to bury Turkish, Australian and New Zealand dead.

May 25: U-boat sinks British warship Triumph at Gallipoli.

May 26: French bombers raid poison gas factory near Mannheim.

May 26: First bombing raid by Italian airships, on Sebenico.

May 27: U-boat sinks British warship Majestic at Gallipoli.

May 30: Turkish government approves forced deportation of Armenians to Syria; over million to die in Armenian genocide.

May 31: First Zeppelin raid on London.

June 3: Przemysl retaken by Austro-Germans.

June 4: Gallipoli – third Battle of Krithia; Anglo-French assault fails.

June 6/7: British plane drops bombs on Zeppelin during night raid in Belgium – first airship brought down by plane.

June 10: British capture Garna in the Cameroon.

June 22: Lemberg/Lvov retaken by Austro-Germans.

July 2: Russian and German naval forces engage off Aaland Islands in the Baltic; German cruiser Albatross badly damaged, beached on Swedish coast.

July 6: Artillery duel between German cruiser Königsberg and British monitors Severn and Mersey in Rufiji river, German East Africa.

July 11: Cruiser Königsberg sunk by British monitors after 8-month blockade.

July 13: German offensive on Russian Poland begins.

July 21: Germans take Szawle in Lithuania.

June 28: Gallipoli – Battle of Gully Ravine starts.

July 29: Germans advance at Hooge near Ypres after effective flame-thrower attack on British positions.

July 5: Gallipoli – Battle of Gully Ravine ends, British repel Turkish counterattack.

July 12: Gallipoli – British assault at Achi Baba Nullah.

August 1: German air ace Max Immelmann makes first kill in new Fokker monoplane – beginning of ‘Fokker Scourge’ on Western front.

August 3: Allied reinforcements begin landing at Gallipoli for coming offensive.

August 5: Germans enter Warsaw.

August 6: Renewed British, Australian and New Zealand offensive at Gallipoli.

August 8: Gallipoli – Battle of Chunuk Bair begins.

August 10: Gallipoli – Battle of Chunuk Bair ends with Turks under Mustafa Kemal driving Allies off the heights.

August 12: British seaplane from tender Ben-My-Chree sinks Turkish merchantman – first ship sunk by torpedo.

August 13: British troopship Royal Edward en route to Gallipoli sunk off Kandeloussa by German submarine, around 935 soldiers killed.

August 15: Gen Stopford relieved of IX Corps command at Gallipoli.

August 20: First raid by Italian Caproni bombers, on Aisovizza airfield.

August 21: Final British offensive launched at Gallipoli.

End of August: Grodno and Brest-Litovsk captured by Germans.

September 6: Bulgaria signs military convention with Central Powers.

September 8: Zeppelin raid on London causes much damage.

September 12: Australian reinforcements arrive at Gallipoli.

September 19: Germans capture Vilna in Lithuania; Russian losses since May = 1.4 million, more than half taken POW.

September 19: Canadian reinforcements arrive at Gallipoli.

September 24: British break through German lines at Loos after using gas.

September 25: Anglo-French offensive in Artois and Champagne halted: total casualties 250 000, Germans 60 000.

October 5: British and French agree to send expeditionary force to Salonika.

October 7-9: German army under Mackensen crosses the Danube into Serbia.

October 9: Austrians capture Belgrade.

October 14: Bulgaria invades Serbia from the East.

October 15: Gen Hamilton relieved of Mediterranean Expeditionary Force command.

October 16: Bulgarian troops cut railway line from Nis to Salonika.

October 28: Gen Monro assumes command of Mediterranean Expeditionary Force.

November 6: British submarine sunk by German U-boat in Sea of Marmara.

November 15: Kitchener visits Gallipoli.

November 22: British-Indian expeditionary force in Mesopotamia reaches Ctesiphon against strong Turkish defence.

November 22: Kitchener recommends Allied evacuation from Gallipoli.

November 25: Serbian army surrounded on plain of Kosovo.

December 7: British Cabinet orders evacuation from Gallipoli to commence.

December 20: Allied evacuation from Anzac Cove and Suvla Bay completed.

December 28: British Cabinet orders evacuation of remaing force at Gallipoli.

1916

January 7: Final Turkish assault at Gallipoli.

January 8: British and French link up north of Yaounde in Cameroon.

January 9: Last British troops evacuated from Gallipoli peninsula.

February 6: Russian seaplanes from ships Tsar Aleksandr I and Tsar Nikolai I attack Turkish port of Zonguldak, sink one collier.

February 15: Russians capture Erzurum in eastern Anatolia.

February 21: Battle of Verdun begins - German artillery bombards French positions along the Meuse north of Verdun.

February 22: German 5th Army attacks on east bank of the Meuse.

February 25: Germans capture Fort Douaumont near Verdun.

February 26: Gen Petain takes command of French 2nd Army at Verdun.

February 27: French artillery on west bank of the Meuse bombard German positions.

February 29: Germans attack along west bank of the Meuse.

March 6: German offensive towards the Mort Homme halted.

April 18: Russians reach Trebizon on the Black Sea coast.

April 19: Gen Nivelle succeeds Petain at Verdun.

April 29: Turkish 6th Army captures Kut in Mesopotamia, 13 000 British taken POW.

April 9: Further German offensive towards the Mort Homme halted

May 17: Admiral Scheer calls for 19 U-boats to position off the Firth of Forth.

May 30: British battle fleet under Admiral Jellicoe sails from Scapa Flow towards Skager Rak.

May 31: Battle of Jutland begins between 150 British and 100 German ships: British battle-cruisers Indefatigable, Invincible and Queen Mary sunk by German battle fleet.

May 31/June 1: Fierce fighting continues during the night between British and German fleets off Jutland, as the Germans retreat towards port.

June 1: German battle fleet reaches Wilhelmshaven. Total losses in largest naval battle of war: British 14 ships sunk, including 3 more cruisers and 8 destroyers, 6 000 crew lost; Germans one old battleship, battlecruiser Lützow, 4 light cruisers and 4 destroyers sunk, 2 500 crew lost.

June 4: Russian South Western Armies under Gen Brusilov launch offensive against Austro-Hungarians in Galicia.

June 5: British cruiser Hampshire sunk by German mine west of Orkneys en route to Arkhangelsk – War Secretary Lord Kitchener, staff and 643 crew killed.

June 6: Austro-Hungarian 4th Army broken in Galicia; 192 000 POWs taken within week.

June 7: Germans capture Fort Vaux near Verdun.

June 8: Sherif Hussein in Mecca calls for Arab revolt against Turks.

June 18: German ace Max Immelman killed in aerial combat with British plane – end of ‘Fokker Scourge’ after type destroyed over 1 000 Allied planes over Western Front.

June 23: Germans attack at Verdun, unable to break through French lines.

June 24: Allied artillery bombardment opens on the Somme.

July 1: British 4th Army and French launch offensive on the Somme with 24 divisions against German 2nd Army with 11 divisions; British suffer 19 000 killed on first day.

July 4: Admiral Scheer abandons fleet action by German navy.

July 14: British night attack at Longueval fails to break through German lines.

August 10: Italians capture Gorizia on the Isonza.

September 2: First Zeppelin shot down over Britain.

September 15: Tanks used for first time in British attack with 32 machines at Flers on the Somme.

September 17: German flying ace Manfred von Richtofen scores his first victory.

September 26: Only Russian ‘Ilya Murometz’ bomber to be shot down by enemy planes.

October 21: Austrian Prime Minister Karl Stürgkh killed by son of socialist leader; no one charged with murder.

October 24: French recapture Douamont near Verdun.

November 2: Fort Vaux near Verdun recaptured by French.

November 19: Battle of the Somme ends, Allies advanced 10 km in 4 months.

November 21: Austro-Hungarian Emperor Franz Josef dies, succeeded by great-nephew Karl.

November 28: US Federal Reserve halts purchase of foreign treasury bills, leads to stock market crash by one billion dollars in week.

December 6: Lloyd George becomes British PM and Balfour becomes Foreign Secretary.

December 12: German peace offer published, fails to specify terms.

December 18: US president Wilson invites belligerents to state terms.

1917

January 4: Wilson denies US intention to enter war.

January 11: Turkish shore artillery sinks British seaplane tender Ben-My-Chree.

January 16: Manfred von Richtofen given command of his own squadron, Jagdstaffel 11.

January 22: 150 000 workers march through Petrograd.

February 1: Germans commence unrestricted U-boat warfare.

February 3: USA breaks off diplomatic relations with Germany.

End February: Germans withdraw to Hindenburg Line on western front.

March 8: Strikes and demonstrations begin in Petrograd.

March 11: 50 demonstrators killed in Petrograd, mutiny begins in local garrison.

March 11: British capture Baghdad.

March 12: Petrograd Soviet formed.

March 14: Petrograd Soviet issues first order, instructing military units to obey only orders not conflicting with its own orders.

March 15: Tsar Nicholas II abdicates, Russian Prime Minister Prince Lvov forms provisional government.

March 17: General Smuts arrives in London to promote Palestinian campaign.

April 2: Wilson announces US entry into war with Germany, thereby saving Entente from bankruptcy.

April 3: Emperor Karl visits Kaiser Wilhelm to press need for peace.

April 9: British launch offensive at Arras; Canadians capture Vimy Ridge.

April 11: All-Russian Conference of Soviets decides to support peace without annexations or indemnities.

April 11: British cavalry halted by German machine-guns at Monchy.

April 16: French launch Aisne offensive under Gen Nivelle towards the Oise with 132 tanks, halted at Chemin-des-Dames.

April 16: Lenin arrives in Petrograd after crossing Germany, Sweden and Finland in sealed carriage.

April 16: 200 000 Berlin workers demonstrate to demand food.

April 20: French advance up to 7 km, take 20 000 German POWs.

May 1: Major demonstrations in Budapest by socialists and revolutionaries.

May 4: Russian provisional government falls after mass demonstrations in Petrograd and Moscow.

May 7: British flying ace Albert Ball killed when his plane crashes, scored total of 44 victories.

May 10: Experimental Allied convoy sails from Gibraltar.

May 14/15: Battle of Otranto Straits – night attack by Austro-Hungarian light cruisers and destroyers under Captain Horthy on Allied Otranto barrage sinks destroyer, munitions ship and 14 patrol trawlers; pursued by British-Italian force without loss, U-boat sinks another destroyer.

May 18: Coalition government formed in Russia, including socialists.

May 20: U-boat becomes first submarine to be sunk by an aircraft.

May 23: Hungarian Prime Minister Tisza resigns on Emperor’s request, succeeded by Moritz Esterhazy.

May 25: Germans raid Folkestone with 22 Gotha bombers, 95 people killed – first air raid using conventional aircraft.

June 7: British 2nd Army defeats Germans at Messines south of Ypres, following gigantic mine explosions underneath German positions and first use of strafing planes; 6 400 taken POW.

June 13: 14 German Gotha bombers raid London’s East End, 162 killed.

June 16: First All-Russian Congress of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies opens in Petrograd.

June 26: Manfred von Richtofen given command of Jagdgeschwader 1, wing of 4 squadrons that came to be known as Richtofen’s Flying Circus.

June 29: Russian War Minister Kerensky orders offensive against Austro-Hungarians.

July 1: First Bolshevik demonstrations in Petrograd.

July 2: Greece joins the Entente.

July 6: Arabs under Captain Lawrence (a.k.a. Lawrence of Arabia) capture Aqaba.

July 7: Germans raid London with 22 Gotha bombers, one shot down.

July 9: One British Handley Page bomber raids Constantinople from Lemnos Island.

July 15: Russian offensive against Austro-Hungarians ends; Trotsky joins Bolsheviks.

July 16: Bolsheviks attempt to seize power in Petrograd.

July 17: Street fighting in Petrograd peaks, Bolsheviks held back.

July 19: German and Austro-Hungarian counterattack force Russian retreat, Tarnopol sacked.

July 19: German Reichstag votes for peace without annexations or indemnities.

July 19: Battle between Germans under Lettow-Vorbeck and Allied force at Narungombe in German East Africa.

July 20: Lvov resigns as Russian Prime Minister, asks Kerensky to form new government.

July 25: Kerensky forms new coalition government in Russia.

July 31: Third Battle of Ypres begins: British 2nd & 5th Armies aided by Sopwith Camel planes attack onto Gheluvelt plateau after 10-day bombardment against German 4th & 6th Armies.

August 2: Mutiny among German sailors at Wilhelmshaven.

August 12: German naval fighter unit equipped with Fokker D.VII planes shoots down 19 British planes without loss.

August 14: China declares war on Central Powers.

August 21: British plane shoots down Zeppelin over Heligoland Bight.

September 2: Manfred von Richtofen scores his 60th victory in a new Fokker triplane.

September 3: Germans capture Riga after Russian evacuation.

September 8: Second coalition government ends in Russia.

September 8-12: Attempted military coup under Russian Army supreme commander General Kornilov fails.

September 13: Petrograd Soviet approves Bolshevik resolution for all-socialist government. 

September 14: Russia declared a republic.

September 18: Moscow Soviet approves Bolshevik resolution on government.

September 19: Battle begins between Germans under Lettow-Vorbeck and Allied force at Nahungu in German East Africa, to last for 18 days.

September 30: British Handley Page bomber raiding Constantinople downed with engine failure, crew captured.

October 2: Moscow Soviet elects Bolshevik executive committee.

October 8: Third coalition government formed in Russia.

October 9: British government agrees to Jewish national home in Palestine.

October 11: Operation Albion begins – German troops land at Tagalaght Bay, Saaremaa to capture Estonian islands.

October 15: Battle begins between Lettow-Vorbeck’s Germans and Allies at Mahiwa in German East Africa, to last for 4 days: total 2 700 British and 600 German casualties.

October 16: Germans capture Saaremaa Island in the Baltic from Russians.

October 17: Russian battle fleet escapes from Gulf of Riga by way of Moon Sound, but lose dreadnought Slava to German dreadnoughts Konig and Kronprinz.

October 18: Russians evacuate Muhu Island in the Baltic.

October 19: Germans land on Hiiumaa Island in the Baltic.

October 20: Hiiumaa captured by German troops; total 20 000 Russian POWs taken in Estonian island campaign.

October 24: German 14th Army under Gen Von Below and Austrians launch offensive against Italian 2nd, 3rd & 4th Armies on the Isonzo, with infantry breaking through at Caporetto and advancing 20 km on first day.

October 27: German force under Lieutenant Rommel captures Monte Matajur, takes 9 000 Italian POWs.

October 27: British launch offensive under Gen Allenby on Gaza, with heaviest artillery bombardment outside Europe.

October 31: British capture Beersheba.

November 2: British government issues Balfour Declaration in support of Zionist plans to establish Jewish national home in Palestine.

November 2: Petrograd Soviet forms Military Revolutionary Committee.

November 4: Germans reach the Tagliamento in Italy.

November 6: Canadians capture Passchendaele northeast of Ypres; total British casualties in Third Battle of Ypres = 275 000, including 70 000 killed.

November 7: Bolsheviks under Lenin launch October Revolution in Petrograd, capture Winter Palace, Kerensky flees. Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets opens.

November 8: Congress of Soviets approves all-Bolshevik government with Lenin as chairman; immediate withdrawal from war demanded.

November 9: Germans cross the Piave near Longarone in Italy.

November 10: Germans under Rommel capture Longarone, take 8 000 Italian POWs.

November 20: British 3rd Army attacks German line at Cambrai with 378 tanks and 300 planes, achieve complete surprise, capture 10 000 prisoners.

November 25: Central Powers break off Italian offensive – Italians driven back to River Piave; total losses 700 000, including 280 000 taken POW and 350 000 deserters.

November 25: Lettow-Vorbeck crosses the Ruvuma into Portuguese East Africa.

November 26: Bolsheviks publish secret Sykes-Picot Agreement (1916) dividing Middle East into post-war British and French spheres of influence and control.

November 30: German 2nd Army counter-attack at Cambrai led by stormtroopers and ground attack planes, drive British back to starting-point within week.

December 9: British enter Jerusalem.

December 12: Romania requests armistice.

December 18: Armistice between Russia and Turkey signed at Erzincan.

1918

January 8: President Wilson spells out Fourteen Points to US Congress.

January 17: 200 000 workers in Vienna strike due to food shortages.

January 19: Strike spreads all over Austria-Hungary.

January 28/29: Germans lose one Gotha bomber over Britain and 4 crash in Belgium after night raid.

February 1: Wilson promises US public that there would be no annexations or punitive damages after the war.

Beginning February: Austrian navy at Cattaro on Adriatic coast mutiny.

February 9: Trotsky walks out of peace negotiations with Central Powers.

February 12: Austro-Hungarian armies cross armistice line into Ukraine and Russia.

February 16: Gotha raid on London badly damages Chelsea hospital with 1 000 kg bomb.

February 17: Turks recapture Trabizon.

February 27: Central Powers deliver peace terms as ultimatum to Romania. 

March 3: Russia signs peace treaty with Central Powers at Brest-Litovsk.

March 7: Lloyd George gives orders for decisive campaign in Palestine.

March 12: Turks recapture Erzurum.

March 21: Germans launch spring offensive (‘Michael’) with 3 armies and 65 divisions against British 3rd & 5th Armies along the Somme, take 21 000 POWs on first day.

April 1: Royal Air Force created – world’s first independent air arm.

April 5: ‘Michael’ offensive halted by Australians at Villers-Bretonneux.

April 9: Germans launch offensive (‘Georgette’) against British in Flanders; little progress made.

April 21: Top flying ace of war Manfred von Richtofen killed with ground fire, scored total 80 victories.

April 23: Failed British raid with cruisers and 200 troops on German naval base at Zeebrugge.

April 24: British and German tanks clash at Villers Bretonneux; first tank battle in history.

End April: Ukrainian government overthrown in counter-revolution; Germans occupy Donets Basin.

May 7: Romania signs peace treaty with Central Powers in Bucharest.

May 9: British raid on German naval base at Ostend fails; 200 troops lost in 2 failed raids.

May 27: Germans launch offensive (‘Blücher’) against French on the Aisne; come within artillery range of Paris.

June 1: German offensive ‘Blücher’ halted.

June 9: Germans launch offensive (‘Gneisenau’) against French between Noyon and Montdidier; limited gains made.

July 1-3: Germans under Lettow-Vorbeck defeat Portuguese-British garrison at Namakura in Portuguese East Africa.

July 3: Young Turk Revolution begins in Turkey.

July 4: Australian Corps under Gen Monash attack Germans at Le Hamel with tanks, artilley and planes, achieve rapid victory.

July 15: Final German offensive (‘Marne-Rheims’) on western front fails to break through French lines in Champagne; total German casualties in 5 offensives = 800 000.

July 17: Russian royal family of Tsar Nicholas, Tsarina Alexandra and 5 children, and their personal staff murdered by Bolsheviks at Yekaterinburg.

July 18: Second battle of the Marne: French and Americans counterattack in Champagne with 375 light tanks.

July 19: British planes from aircraft transport Furious attack Zeppelin base at Tondern, destroy 2 airships and disable base for rest of war.

July 20: Bolsheviks announce execution of Tsar, claim Tsarina Alexandra and crown prince Alexei sent to ‘place of security’.

July 25: White armies capture Yekaterinburg, discover remains of murdered royal family.

July 26: Germans driven back to Soissons in French-American assault in Champagne.

July 27: Bolsheviks introduce law against ‘anti-semitism’.

August 5: Last big Zeppelin raid against Britain.

August 8: British 4th Army and French launch offensive at Amiens with 600 tanks, take 12 000 German POWs; became known as ‘Black Day of the German Army’.

August 9: Italian planes drop propaganda leaflets on Vienna. 

August 10: Kaiser Wilhelm declares to Hindenburg and Ludendorff that the war is lost.

Late August: British offensive drives Germans back to Hindenburg Line.

September 10: Lord Weir instructs RAF chief Trenchard to concentrate bombing raids on German civilian targets.

September 14: Austro-Hungarian government requests peace talks.

September 15: Entente forces attack Bulgarians in Serbia.

September 12-16: US force under Gen Pershing take out St Mihiel salient south of Verdun, with 200 tanks and 1 400 planes.

September 17: Serbs advance into Bulgarian positions.

September 18: Battle of the Hindenburg Line begins: Australians take 4 300 German POWs.

September 19: British under Gen Allenby resume Palestinian campaign, attack Turkish 8th Army at Megiddo, assisted by aircraft, armoured cars and 9 000 cavalry.

September 19: Two British armies under Generals Horne and Haig attack Hindenburg Line.

September 21: 7 RAF and Australian squadrons destroy Turkish corps at Wadi el Far’a in Palestine.

September 25: Bulgaria requests peace terms.

September 26: US-French armies launch offensive northwards along the Meuse through the Argonne forest.

September 27: 2 US divisions join in attack on Hindenburg Line.

September 29: Hindenburg Line breached by the Allies; German Supreme Command informs Kaiser that military situation is hopeless.

September 29: French cavalry enters Skopje; Bulgarian government agrees terms.

September 30: First use of gas warfare by British troops against Germans.

October 1: British troops capture Damascus after defeating Turkish army in Syria; King Faisal claims city for Arabs.

October 3: Kaiser appoints Prince Maximilian von Baden as new German Chancellor.

October 5: Australians capture Montbrehain, their final action in battle.

October 5: Prince Maximilian contacts President Wilson regarding peace terms; Kaiser agrees to cede power to Reichstag; German public informed of dismal military situation.

October 8: Wilson proposes Fourteen Points as peace terms to Germany.

October 10: Hindenburg Line cleared by Allied armies.

October 12: Maximilian informs Wilson that Fourteen Points are acceptable as peace terms.

October 17: British troops enter Lille.

October 19/20: Germans lose 6 Gotha bombers in night raid on Britain – last German air raid of war.

October 23: Italians attack Austrians at Vittorio-Veneto on the Piave.

October 24: Admiral Von Hipper orders German navy to dispatch for last battle against British navy in English Channel.

October 25: British troops reach Aleppo; advanced over 500 km in 38 days, 75 000 Turkish POWs taken.

October 26: Kaiser Wilhelm breaks relations with Ludendorff after latter rejected Allied conditions for truce.

October 28: Reichstag approves constitutional changes to turn Germany into parliamentary monarchy.

October 29: Turkey signs surrenders to the British on Lemnos.

October 29/30: German sailors at Wilhelmshaven mutiny against battle orders.

October 31: Revolutions break out in Vienna and Budapest.

November 1: Entente forces reach the Danube; Serbs re-enter Belgrade.

November 3: Austria obtains an armistice.

November 4: British troops enter Mosul.

November 3-4: German naval mutiny at Kiel puts sailors in control.

November 5: Allies agree to take up negotiations for truce with Germany.

November 7: German revolution spread to number of cities, including Munich where King Ludwig III abdicates.

November 9: Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates, escapes to Holland.

November 11: General strike begins in Berlin.

November 11: Germany signs armistice with Allies at Compiegne, but Allied naval blockade of Germany continues.

November 12: Lloyd George inaugurates campaign for British ‘khaki election’.

November 13: Hungary obtains an armistice.

November 21: German navy surrenders 74 principal ships to British navy.

November 22: King Albert enters Brussels.

November 25: German commander in East Africa, Colonel Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck, surrenders undefeated in Northern Rhodesia after 4 year campaign against British, Indians, South Africans and Portuguese.

December 11: First German troops from front march through Berlin, receive heroes’ welcome.

December 31: Communist Party of Germany founded, with programme drawn up by Rosa Luxemburg.

Epilogue: 1919

January 10-15: Communist revolt in Berlin put down.

January 18: Negotiations on post-war treaty commence between 26 Allied countries in Paris.

January 25: Paris conference accepts League of Nations in principle.

February 6: German National Assembly meets in Weimar.

March 3: Churchill assures Parliament that Germany is near starvation, naval blockade maintained ‘with vigour’.

March 10: British commander on the Rhine Gen Plumer urges Allied leaders that food be sent to German population to curb increasing starvation.

March 14: Czech troops massacre 52 ethnic Germans in Kaaden.

March 25: Lloyd George predicts that cession of German territories to Poland would cause new war.

April 29: German delegation arrives at Versailles, but not allowed to participate in negotiations.

May 6: Paris conference disposes of German colonies, awarded to Britain and South Africa.

May 7: Harsh Allied terms presented to Germany.

June 21: German High Seas Fleet under Admiral Reuter interned at Scapa Flow scuttled by crews: 153 sunk, 17 beached; 9 unarmed sailors killed by British troops.

June 23: New German government under Chancellor Bauer agrees to Versailles terms.

June 28: Treaty of Versailles signed: Germany forced to accept sole responsibility for war, to lose 13% of its territory and 3.5 million citizens to neighbouring states (mostly Poland), to lose all colonies in Africa and Asia, to pay vast reparations to Allies, and to accept military limitations.

June 28: New Czechoslovakian government congratulates newly-created Yugoslavia on fifth anniversary of Sarajevo murders.

July 12: Allies lift starvation blockade of Germany – nearly million civilians killed by it since 1915.
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